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Thea Anamara Perkins.

b. 1992, raised on Gadigal Country / Sydney, with family ties to Redfern community
Arrernte and Kalkadoon language groups
Lives and works on Gadigal Country / Sydney

‘It's about taking charge of
representation — | find that painting is a
very simple and direct way of
communicating things that | want to say.’

Thea Anamara Perkins is an Arrernte and
Kalkadoon artist whose practice
incorporates portraiture and landscape to
question representations of First Nations
peoples and Country. With a delicate
hand, Thea answers heavy questions 4
about what it means to be First Nations in §
contemporary Australia, and interrogates
portrayal.

Thea’s middle name Anamara is an
Arrernte word that describes a river and a
Dreaming that runs north of Mparntwe
(Alice Springs) — the place that keeps
calling her back and has been the
wellspring of art and activism for her
family, and by extension, the nation. Perkins continues her family’s commitment to
what she calls “strong and ready communication” and is part of an extraordinary
dynasty of First Nations activists and creatives that includes activist Charles Perkins
(her grandfather), Arrernte elder Hetti Perkins (her great-grandmother), curator Hetti
Perkins (her mother) and acclaimed film director Rachel Perkins (her aunt).

Perkins routinely delves into her family’s photographic archive for source material,
attracted by the hyper-saturated, almost cinematic, glow of old photos, and the
melancholia that comes with seeing a moment in time you can no longer access.
She is most drawn to snapshots that evoke feelings of comfort and certainty —
smiling faces, happy memories. The glimmer, she calls it. Her compositions hone in
on this by removing the background noise, reducing the photo to its very essence —
a gesture, a colour, or an evocation of place.

Raised and based in Sydney, Thea has family ties to the Redfern community and has
worked in a broad range of community projects. Thea was the recipient of the 2023
La Prairie Art Award, administered by The Art Gallery of NSW, and won the Brett
Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship in 2021, and the Alice Prize & Dreaming Award
in 2020.
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EDUCATION
2015  University of NSW Art and Design (deferred)

AWARDS

2024  Telstra National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Awards, Museum and Art Gallery of
the Northern Territory (finalist)
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales (finalist)
Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales (finalist)

2023  La Prairie Art Award, Art Gallery of New South Wales (recipient)
Mosman Art Prize, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney (finalist)

2022  Mosman Art Prize, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney (finalist)
Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales (finalist)

2021  Brett Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship, Brett Whiteley Studio (winner)
Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards, Museum and Gallery of
Northern Territory (finalist)
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW (finalist)

2020  The 41* Alice Prize National Contemporary Art Award, Araluen Arts Centre (winner)
Dreaming Award for Emerging Artists, Australia Council First Nations Arts Awards (winner)
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW (finalist)

2019  Brett Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship, Brett Whiteley Studio (finalist)
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW (finalist)

GRANTS & RESIDENCIES
2024  Artspace One Year Studio Program, Sydney
2023  La Prairie Art Prize residency, Europe

Cité Internationale des Arts Residency, Paris
2022  The Clothing Store Artist Studios residency, Carriageworks
2022  Shark Island Institute, Kangaroo Valley, NSW
2021  The Clothing Store Artist Studios residency, Carriageworks
2020  The Clothing Store Artist Studios residency, Carriageworks
2019  The Clothing Store Artist Studios residency, Carriageworks

COLLECTIONS

National Portrait Gallery, Canberra

Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney

Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide

Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin
Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney

Wagga Wagga Art Gallery, NSW

Mackay Artspace, Mackay

Araluen Art and Culture Precinct, Alice Springs

University of Sydney, Sydney

La Trobe University, Melbourne

Mudoch University Art Collection, Perth

Charles Darwin University Art Collection and Art Gallery, Darwin
Queensland Children’s Hospital, Brisbane

Slattery Collection, Sydney

Paul Ramsay Foundation, Sydney
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The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Private collections in Singapore, and Hong Kong
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COMMISSIONS
2025 Google doodle of Ruby Hunter
Curlew Camp Commission, Mosman Art Gallery
2024  La Trobe University
2022  University of Sydney
Paul Ramsay Foundation
2021 WISH magazine cover, The Australian newspaper
Faces of Sydney Festival, City of Sydney
2020 Clothilde, Vogue Australia
SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2025 Dualities, Mackay Artspace, Mackay
memory mirage, Australian Embassy, Germany
2024  Dreaming, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
sunset sequence, Cement Fondu Project Space, Sydney
2023  Atherreyurre, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
Lhere, Art Gallery of NSW, as part of The National 4: Australian Art Now, Sydney
2022  Stockwoman, Carriageworks, Sydney
Pwarrtyeme, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
That Which Endures, Verge Gallery, University of Sydney
2021  Eight Views of the Telegraph Station, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
Shimmer, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
2020  Glimmer, Edwina Corlette Gallery, Brisbane
2019  Anamara, Our Neon Foe, Sydney
2018  History House, Firstdraft, Sydney
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2026  Summer ‘26, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
2025 5" National Indigenous Art Triennial: After the Rain, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
Too Deadly: Ten Years of Tarnanthi, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide
Curlew Camp, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney
The Interior, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
Summer ‘25, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
Melbourne Art Fair, N.Smith Gallery booth, Melbourne
Art Fair Tokyo, N.Smith Gallery booth, Tokyo
The Intelligence of Painting, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney
2024  Sydney Contemporary, N.Smith Gallery Galleries booth
New South: Recent painting from Southern Australia, Hazelhurst Gallery
Art Fair Tokyo, Japan
Melbourne Art Fair, Melbourne
Garden at the End of Time, Tin Sheds, Sydney
Sunrise, Sunset, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
2023  Atherreyurre, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney

Sydney Contemporary, Sydney
Cloud 9, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
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Mosman Art Prize, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney

2022  Mosman Art Prize, Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney
Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney
Cairns Indigenous Art Fair, N.Smith Gallery booth, Cairns
| will tell you my story, UTS Gallery, Sydney
InlandSee, Grafton Regional Gallery, NSW
Melbourne Art Fair, N.Smith Gallery Booth, Melbourne
Substratum, Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf, Sydney

2021  Brett Whiteley Travelling Scholarship, Brett Whiteley Studio, Sydney
Telstra National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards, Museum and Gallery  of
Northern Territory, Darwin
Opening Exhibition: Welcome, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney

2020  From My Window: Together In Art, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney
My Imagination, Edwina Corlette Gallery, Brisbane

2019 TARNANTHI, Art Gallery of SA, Adelaide
Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney

2018  The Waves, Sullivan+Strumpf, Sydney
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