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'Country isn’t just the land you 
walk on, it’s the waves, it’s the 
animals that live there, it’s the 
trees, it’s the noises you hear 
in the wind, and the ocean 
whispering all the time, and 
sometimes shouting and 
screaming. If you sit there, 
you’ll hear it.' 
 
Darrell Sibosado is a Bard man 
from Lombadina situated on 
the Dampier Peninsula of the 
Kimberley coast, Western 
Australia. His practice explores the innovative potential of the riji (pearl shell) 
designs within a contemporary context. Passed down over countless generations, 
the designs represent the detached scales of Aalingoon, the Rainbow Snake, as he 
rests on the ocean surface, shedding his scales containing traditional knowledge 
and beliefs. 
​
Through his printmaking and installations, Darrell reflects on traditional Bard lore 
and is intent on reiterating that Aboriginal culture is a living, adaptive culture that 
undeniably commands a presence in the contemporary space. Recently, Sibosado 
has transformed these traditional Bard shell carving designs into large-scale light 
sculptures. 
  
Sibosado's work is held in the collections of the National Gallery of Australia, 
National Gallery of Victoria, Art Gallery of South Australia, and Fondation Opale, 
Switzerland, and is currently undertaking large-scale commissions for several major 
exhibitions. 
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EDUCATION​
National Aboriginal Islander Skills Development Association 
Film Australia and ABC producers cadetship  
 
AWARDS 
2024​ National Works on Paper, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery (finalist) 
 
COMMISSIONS 
Australia Council for the Arts 
Charles Perkins Collection 
 
COLLECTIONS​
National Gallery of Australia​
National Gallery of Victoria​
Art Gallery of South Australia 
Queensland Art Gallery & Gallery of Modern Art​
Fondation Opale, Switzerland 
Private collections  
 
PUBLIC ART​  
2026​ Forthcoming public art commission, Sydney 

Forthcoming public art commission, Alice Springs 
2025​ Forthcoming public art commission, Randwick, Sydney 
​ Illume Creative Direction and Set Design for Bangarra Theatre, Australia-wide tour 
​ Ilgarr (blood), commissioned for the 11th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art, 

Queensland Art Gallery & Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane 
2024​ Galalan at Gumiri, commissioned for the 24th Biennale of Sydney, Ten Thousand Suns, White 

Bay Power Station, Sydney 
 
SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2025​ India Art Fair, Australian High Commission booth, New Delhi  
2024​ Galalan, Barrinvbarr, Gumiri, N.Smith Gallery, Sydney 
​ 1000 Little Fish, Broome Fringe, Western Australia 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2026​ Awakening Histories, PICA Perth Institute of Contemporary Art, Perth 
2025​ Awakening Histories, MUMA Monash University Museum of Art, Melbourne 
​ Art Toronto, N.Smith Gallery booth, Canada 
2024​ The 11th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art, Queensland Art Gallery & Gallery of 

Modern Art, Brisbane 
The 24th Biennale of Sydney, Ten Thousand Suns, White Bay Power Station, Sydney 

​ Ever Present: First Peoples of Australia, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra  
2022 ​ 4th National Indigenous Art Triennial: Ceremony, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra  
2021 ​ Curiosity and Rituals of the Everyday, Fremantle Arts Centre, Fremantle  
2019-2020​ Tarnanthi, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide  
2019​ Desert River Sea: Portraits of the Kimberley, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth 
2018 ​ North by East West: Re–igniting a cultural connection through pearl shell, Cairns Art Gallery, 

Cairns 
2018 ​ Ngurrambaa, Murray Art Museum, Albury 
2016​ Shimmer, Wollongong Art Gallery, Wollongong  
​
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